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SUMMARY  

This year the TARRANT AGM featured experts in infectious disease from Alberta Health, ProvLab and the BC 

Centre for Disease Control. Allison Scott, an Epidemiologist with Alberta Health spoke on the epidemiology of the 

2016-17 influenza season highlighting that different areas of the province experienced different rates and levels 

of severity of the circulating influenza A (H3N2) virus. For the months of November-April 2016-17 the province 

saw a H3N2 peak that was higher than average H3N2 seasons. The Calgary zone peaked in week 47 (2016) while 

the Edmonton zone peaked in week 2 (2017). However, there was not difference between zones in severity of 

disease including the number of hospitalizations and influenza related deaths. Dr. Steven Drews, the Director of 

Clinical Virology at ProvLab, described how respiratory virus testing is conducted at the provincial level. He 

shared how virus structures are sequenced and antigenically typed within and across provincial laboratories 

systems. This data is shared with partners including Alberta Health, the Public Health Agency of Canada and the 

World Health Organization. Our sentinels learned how information generated at the laboratory level is transferred 

to governments and ultimately assists changes to policy and to choices of seasonal vaccines. 

Ms. Catharine Chambers, Epidemiologist with the BC Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC), shared the interim 

estimates of the 2016-17 influenza vaccine effectiveness against influenza A (H3N2). The interim estimate for 

adjusted VE (controlling for age group, province, collection interval and calendar time) was 42% for the 2016-17 

season, which is higher than the 2014-15 influenza A(H3N2) season effectiveness of -17%. She explained that 

variations in seasonal VE largely reflect the timing of the epidemic and/or the mix of circulating A (H3N2) genetic 

variants. Ms. Chambers also explained that further analysis of genetic variation and repeat immunization effects 

will be explored in the end-of-season analysis. Finally, Dr. Danuta Skowronski, the Epidemiology Lead of Influenza 

and Emerging Respiratory Pathogens at the BCCDC, discussed the debate surrounding the mandatory vaccination 

of healthcare workers in BC. In this presentation, Dr. Skowronski critically evaluated the evidence that led to the 

recommendation of mandatory influenza immunization. She found that the evidence was inadequate and could 

not provide proof that unvaccinated workers present a real threat to patients. This discussion highlighted the need 

to generate high quality evidence before implementing policies that restrict individual freedoms.  

                                        


